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The Managing Director’s
Commentary

he debate concerning the position and status of the humani-

ties and social sciences, which was given additional impetus

in 2005, in the wake of the latest proposed governmental bill

on research policy, has continued with great intensity in 2006.
Riksbankens Jubileumsfond has worked in close co-operation with the
Royal Academy of Letters, History, and Antiquities, and the Swedish
Research Council’s Humanities and Social Sciences Council during
the course of 2006. This co-operation has, on a broad front, been
geared towards helping to create a deeper understanding within society
at large of the need for advanced academic study on issues which are of
importance for the continued development of civilisation.

In the Swedish Research Council’s journal Tvarsnitt (#1:06), | suggest-
ed, among other things, that “we do not always know in advance when
knowledge will be needed, or which particular type of knowledge will
be needed. For this reason we need a knowledge bank: a reservoir to
draw from in critical situations, but which can also contribute to the
continuing development of both the material and spiritual quality of
life. Our perspectives need to widen towards that which we might
dare to call wisdom”. In the felds of the humanities and social sciences
“research can provide an understanding of and possible solutions for
pressing contemporary issues. Could the crisis in Iraq, for instance,
have been better handled if cultural issues had been more integrated
into the strategic analysis?”

On Friday 22 December 2006, a jovial EU Commissioner for Science
and Research, Janez Potocnik, announced proudly on his homepage
that the EU’s 7th framework programme for research and development,



including a European Research Council, was now advertising the
availability of research funds amounting to a total of 4 billion euros,
divided into 42 specifed topics and areas.

This was also a happy day for all of us at RJ. For more than fve years,
we have actively worked to help create a groundswell of public opinion
for the establishment of a European Research Council. Our joy was
no less when we, at the same time, were informed that Riksbankens
Jubileumsfond, in honour of its support for European research, had
been awarded the European Academy’s ninth gold medal. We are
delighted to receive this great honour, which will be presented on 9
September 2007, at the annual meeting in Toledo, Spain.

It is my hope that the European Research Council will inspire and
spur on the humanists and social scientists in Sweden to ever greater
endeavours, and, whether alone, or together with their Nordic and
wider European and global colleagues to increasingly, be able to
compete for this important addition to available research funds.

An interdisciplinary research orientation will also serve to help in
qualatative development and the international connection to above
all humanist research needs to be both strengthened and improved.
Such a development would also bring to the fore both relevant quality
criteria and a new publicising structure, which is better adapted for the
humanities and social sciences.

My view, however, is that the new framework programme and the
member countries’ own national budgets will not, at least within the
foreseeable future, be able to create the preconditions for Europe to be
able to compete with other comparable knowledge economies, such as




0 Riksbankens Jubileumsfond

that of the USA, and of the expanding regions in Asia. This requires the
development of a different kind of “donation culture” within Europe.
In accordance with this, Riksbankens Jubileumsfond has actively
participated in an advisory group appointed by the EU Commission,
concerning the role of foundations in the fnancing of Europe’s
research and development. The group’s remit has been to identify and
defne which measures and steps should be taken nationally, and on the
EU level, in order to, partly, promote the emergence of more private
foundations, and also, to clear the way for additional donations to
be made available to those pre-existing foundations which support
research and development. The report, entitled “Giving More for
Research in Europe” was presented, under the leadership of Com-
missioner Potocnik, at a conference in Brussels on 27-20 March 2006.
Even in Sweden new impulses are needed for the fnancing of research,
and for research infrastructure, which is tending to become ever more
costly. In this context, I would like to remind you that RJ's tenets do
allow for the possibility of additional donations to the foundation.

During the past year, RJ’s interdisciplinary orientation has continued
apace. The year was begun with a workshop in Rio de Janeiro on 9-10
January, in co-operation with Vice-Chancellor Candido Mendes, of the
eponymous university, and came to a close with an international expert
symposium, on 6-7 December, in Washington D.C. entitled “Worldviews,
International Relations, and Globalisation” This latter symposium was
organised in co-operation with the Ministry for Foreign Affairs at the
new ambassadorial building, the House of Sweden (page 59).

At the height of summer there was an important initiative designed
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to develop co-operation with China. In connection with the Swedish
Ship Gotheborg’s arrival in Canton (Guangdong), a symposium was
arranged on 20-21 July 2006. This was a Bernard Karlgren Symposium
which was arranged together with Goteborg University, and SCAS
in Uppsala, and, on the Chinese side, the Chinese Academy of Social
Science, the Guangdong Academy of Science, and the University of
Guangdong. All parties were in agreement that the symposium was
a great success. It was therefore agreed that this symposium would
be followed-up by an equivalent event in Gothenburg during the
forthcoming year.

This Managing Director’s Commentary is my fnal one after 14 years
work as Managing Director of Riksbankens Jubileumsfond. Thanks to
a considerable input of capital (1.5 billion kronor) for culturally oriented
research in 1994, and a very able management of fnance during the
subsequent years following the foundation’s accession to independent
fnancial management status (in 1900), RJ has been able to play a more
active role in the sponsorship of research within the humanities and
social sciences. During my frst year as Managing Director, in 1993, the
foundation’s capital amounted to a total of roughly 2 billion kronor,
with a distribution of 60 million kronor, of which only 13 million kronor
could be awarded to new projects. At the end of 2006 the Foundation’s
total fnancial resources amounted to 10 billion kronor, and during the
past year no less than 327 million kronor were allocated for support for
new programmes, projects, and infrastructural investment.

Thanks to this propitious increase in resources, the foundation, by
means of its different forms of support and special investment, not least

9



10 Riksbankens Jubileumsfond

for younger researchers, has been able to actively improve the quality
of Swedish research. It has been a joy to be a part of this development,
which lies at the very heart of Swedish society. In this context it has
also been self-evident to attempt to increase the forms of international
academic collaboration in different contexts. As a result of this work,
Riksbankens Jubileumsfond has obtained an increasingly strong
position within the international academic community.

As | have already indicated in connection with the recent celebrations
held in my honour, both in connection with the Board’s meetings
in May and October, and at a special reception on 0 December, the
foundation’s successes under my leadership would hardly have been
possible without the very great support that | have received from my
exceptionally able and pleasant associates, and without, throughout all
of the past fourteen years, an extremely understanding, supportive, and
insightful board of directors.

I now hand over the baton to my successor, Goran Blomqvist. In so
doing, I would like to extend a very warm thank you to all those with
whom I have had the privilege of co-operating during my fourteen years
as Managing Director. I would also like to extend my very warmest
wishes for future success to my colleague Goéran.

(Vo OSedeecd oAt

dan brandstrém
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The Incoming Managing Director

As the incoming Managing Director of RJ, | realise that it would be
all too easy to use tired expressions such as privilege and challenge
with regard to my accession to this position. Yet rarely has the need
for such phrases been as justifed as in the present case. It is a genuine
privilege to be able to represent a research foundation that has such
a justifed public reputation, and which is so highly regarded by the
research community. Equally, it is indeed a challenge to attempt to live
up to the expectations that rest upon a new managing director of such a
prestigious body, both within and without the academic world, as well
as in Sweden and the world beyond. During the next few years to come,
RJ will continue its efforts to develop its research support network,
expand its international activities, and to improve its follow-up work
upon research which has already been initiated. It will also strive to
invest even more heavily in spreading information about those results
that have been attained so far. | hope that, together with the board, and
my associates, | will be able to continue to promote the importance and
value of research within the humanities and social sciences, and to be
able to convince evermore people of the importance of these academic
felds, and of their potential. In keeping with my predecessors, | hope to
be able to carry out this work with the appropriate blend of perception,

empathy — and determination.
é)ﬁ"@w Mﬁh’&*
goran blomqvist

1



Collaboration with the
Ministry for Foreign
Affairs

Activities in Support of Research

collegial environment. The international authors included Hans-Dieter
Klingeman, Osvaldo Sunkel, Ponna Wignaraja, Yudhishthir Raj Isar,
and Enrique Rodriguez Larreta. There was also an opportunity for local
government offcers and researchers to present current political issues
and crime problematics in what is Latin America’s largest country.

Following an initiative by Javier Solana, the EU’s High Representative
for the Common Foreign and Security Policy, RJ has been participating
for a few years in a collaboration with the Brussels-based organisation,
the Madariaga Foundation, concerning the Anna Lindh Programme
on Confict Prevention. Within the framework of this initiative, a
yearbook is issued annually in Anna Lindh’s name. Anders Mellbourn
is the editor of this publication, whose third annual edition was
unveiled on 14 September in Brussels and on 22 November at the
Anna Lindh Library. Anders Mellbourn presented both the book and
the surrounding programme, and Ambassador Jan Eliasson held a
substantial introductory speech. The topic surrounding this year’s
book was “Health and Confict Prevention”, and featured contributions
from David A. Hamburg, John Wyn Owen, Hans Blix, as well as Javier
Solana.

During the past year, the foundation has participated in a globally-
oriented project dealing with the connection between worldviews and
foreign policy. The project has been conducted at the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs, and been supervised by the Head of its Policy Analysis Offce,
Ulla Gudmundson. The group has based its work on the premise that
knowledge about different conceptions of the world, specifcally those
found in other countries, regions, and cultures, can promote dialogue.
It can also help to shape a Swedish foreign policy that is contextual
and respectful towards its collaborative partners, without disavowing
basic Swedish values. In addition to this, knowledge of this kind is
also important in counteracting the arguments of those for whom this
issue is solely a matter of cultural differences. Knowledge of alternative
worldviews can therefore have a decisive impact on increasing the
possibilities of a successful Swedish foreign policy. Indeed, knowledge
of one’s own conceptions of the world, and those of other nations
and cultures, should also be a self-evident aspect of the increasingly
globalised world within which we all live.

One aspect within the framework of this project has been the
establishment of an international expert symposium on this issue
entitled “Worldviews, International Relations and Globalisation” The
symposium was organised by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and RJ,
together with the Swedish Embassy in Washington. It took place on
6-7 December, and was a part of the programme of activities of the new
ambassadorial building, the House of Sweden, which, in addition to
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The Sector Committee
for Research on Civil
Society

its ambassadorial functions, is intended to serve as a meeting place for
cultural and business activities.

The aim of the symposium was to increase awareness among
academics, and others, about the importance of worldviews and value
systems as background factors, infuencing both goals and policy choices
in international relations. The symposium also sought to help identify
the research tasks related to the connection between worldviews and
international relations, such as confict resolution, economic and social
development, human rights, and democracy.

The symposium was organised so that a presentation of quantitative
data from the World Values Survey was made at the introduction of
each thematic session. These presentations were led by Professor Ronald
Inglehart. Some of the distinguished contributors to the symposium
included: Hans Blix, the former Minister for Foreign Affairs, and also
the former head of the UN'’s International Atomic Energy Agency, the
IAEA, both prior to and during the Gulf war; Joseph Martin ‘Joschka’
Fischer, the former German Foreign Minister, and currently at the
Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton
University; and Richard Perle, of the American Enterprise Institute, and
a decadeslong advisor to Republican Presidents in the USA.

The Sector Committee was formed in Autumn 2003. It is composed of:
Assistant Professor Mats Rolén, Research Director at RJ; Asst. Professor
Erik Amna, of Orebro University; Asst. Professor Christina Garsten, of
Stockholm University; Bengt Géransson, Ph.D., h.c., former Minister
for Education; former General Secretary Marianne af Malmborg, and
Chairperson of Ideell Arena; Deputy Governor of the Riksbank Kristina
Persson, and founder of Frejas fond; Professor Lars Svedberg, of
Ersta Skondal University College; Asst. Professor Hékan Thorn, of
Goteborg University; Asst. Professor Hans Westlund, of the National
Institute for Working Life, in Ostersund; Asst. Professor Filip
Wijkstrom, of the Stockholm School of Economics; and Malin Gawell,
B.Sc., of Stockholm University, and the Entrepreneurship and Small
Business Research Institute (ESBRI), who serves as Secretary.

The group has had fve meetings during the past year, and among
other things, adopted a detailed plan of action for the next three years.
This encompasses the issuing of several minor publications, a couple
of national conferences, and a larger international conference. On 3-6
May 2006, the group made a study trip to Italy. On 4 May, it visited
the European University Institute (EUI), in Florence, at the invitation
of Professor Bo Strath. Asst. Professor Christina Garsten presented the
group’s work, and some current research issues. On 5-6 May, the group
visited the Master of International Social Philanthropy programme
(MISP) at the University of Bologna, which was initiated and is
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supervised by Professor Giuliana Gemelli. The Masters programme lasts
for over a year and includes more than thirty participants from a large
number of countries. RJ has supported this enterprise since 2003, by
means of an annual stipend for a residency in Sweden. Dan Brandstrom
has also participated at the programme as a lecturer. During the Sector
Committee’s visit Mats Rolén lectured on the modernisation of Sweden
and the role of popular movements. Professor Lars Svedberg discussed
in his presentation contemporary research on the welfare state, the so-
called Swedish Model, with particular emphasis on the role of civil
society. On 6 May, Héakan Thorn led a seminar with masters students,
teachers, and the Sector Committee. Future international contacts
will be pursued by the group’s participation in the 2007 World Social
Forum in Nairobi, during 21-25 January, where they will be holding two
public seminars.

The Sector Committee had a consultation in June with the Gover-
nment Inquiry into Popular Movements, concerning research needs
and research questions. The group’s secretary, Malin Gawell, is one of
the advisors in the inquiry. Erik Amnd, Christina Garsten, Marianne
af Malmborg and Lars Svedberg all presented papers at the inquiry’s
research seminar on 9 November.

Part of the Sector Committee’s remit is to keep itself up to date with
current research on civil society, and to suggest appropriate initiatives on
the part of RJ. In this regard Lars Svedberg has, together with Professor
Lars Tragardh, of Columbia University, New York, and Ersta Skondal
University College, studied all the Swedish doctoral dissertations
dealing with civil society issues that have been produced within the past
Tve years. They performed this task on behalf of RJ, and discovered
that there have been approximately 60 dissertations dealing with these
issues since 2000. Subsequent to their fndings, Svedberg and Tragardh
invited all the doctoral graduates to write concise summaries of their
research projects. The results of this study, together with a selection of
the summaries, were presented on 11 December in the anthology Civil
Society as a Field of Research. New Dissertations for a New Century. Ed. Lars
Tragardh and Lars Svedberg, Gidlund (2006). In other words there is
promising development within the feld, but, as in many other cases, a
great lack of post-doctoral posts. RJ's Board of Directors has therefore,
at the Sector Committee’s suggestion, decided to appropriate funds
to fnance six three-year post-doctoral fellowships for research on civil
society. The fellowships will be advertised during 2007 and 2008.

The project “Global Challenge” was initiated in 2005, with support
from the Sector Committee, and deals with the issue of how globalisation
and Europeanisation affects economics, public welfare, and sustainable
development in a long-term perspective. The project was initiated by
the foundation Frejas fond, in close co-operation with RJ, and is to last
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The Sector Committee
for Research on
Public Economics,
Management, and
Leadership

for three years. A number of foundations, volunteer organisations, and
also private companies are sponsoring "Global Challenge” (see below).
The project aims to contribute to the accumulation of knowledge and
to affect public debate by means of organising seminars, issuing small-
scale publications, and academic books. In particular, it is concerned
with the consequences of the pressure that the European and global
marketplace is placing on jobs and the welfare state in Sweden, and
how it is affecting jobs in the Swedish service sector. The project’s
practical work is led by a Management Board composed of: Peter
Nygards, Chairperson, of Swedbank; Renée Andersson, of Indiska;
Carl Bennet, of Carl Bennet AB; Dan Bréndstrom, of RJ; Madeleine
Caesar, of the Knowledge Foundation; Gustaf Douglas; Leif Hansson,
of SKTF; Jan C. Johansson, of Boliden; Lars Gdran Johansson, of
Electrolux; Per Juth, of the Confederation of Swedish Enterprise;
Gosta Karlson, of Sif; Bo Leander, of the Swedish Export Credit
Corporation; Knut Leman, of Vattenfall; Marie Linder, of LO; Britten
Mansson Wallin, of the Swedish National Council of Adult Education;
Jan Nygren, of Saab; Kristina Persson, of Frejas fond; Olle Ringdahl,
of Skandia; Peter Sandahl, of the Global School; Anders Sundstrom,
of Folksam; and Sture Nordh, of the Swedish Confederation for
Professional Employees (TCO). The Project Leader is Pernilla Baralt.

During the past year, two of Global Challenge’s panels have issued
written reports. In June Social Development in the Developing Countries
was issued; then, at the beginning of October, Digital Welfare. A large
number of seminars and meetings with the press have been arranged
within the project.

Together with a large number of European foundations, RJ has,
during 2006, decided to support an initiative from the European
Commission on European Citizens' Consultations (ECC). The project’s
Swedish name is Europeiska medborgarrad. Its purpose is to promote
dialogue between citizens and to promote important future issues onto
Sweden’s and the EU’s agenda. Global Challenge has agreed, on behalf
of RJ, to be the Swedish partner in this multilateral project. The Swedish
citizens’ consultation will take place in Karlstad on 24-25 March 2007.

The Sector Committee has had fve meetings during the past year. A
large part of the group’s work has dealt with the preparations for, and
discussions surrounding, a taxation conference in the riksdag.

The taxation conference took place on 12-13 October, and was
entitled: “What Can Research on Public Economics and Taxation
Contribute in a World of Increasing Global Dependency?” There were
about 100 delegates. It was led by Gunnar Eliasson and Erik Norrman,
who were also responsible for the planning of the conference, in
consultation with the Sector Committee. The major aspect of the
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conference was a concentration upon the questions: Which issues are
of greatest import in contemporary research?; Which will be the most
important issues in the future? Managing Director Dan Bréndstrom
held the opening address, which was followed by an introduction to
contemporary research on public economics and taxes. Firstly, the
delegates were given an overview on current Danish research from Peter
Birch Sgrensen, of Copenhagen University, and there then followed
a presentation of current Swedish research on public economics and
taxes by Robert Pahlsson, of Géteborg University, and Asa Hansson,
of Lund University. Following on from this, there were two public
addresses dealing with the extent and content of the public sector, from,
respectively, Lars Séderstrom, of Lund University, and Clas Olsson, of
Sweden’s municipalities and county councils. The commentators were
Peter Birch Sgrensson, P-O Edin, former Head Economist at LO, and
Daniel Tarschys, of Stockholm University. The conference continued
after lunch with a discussion of: tax policy criteria; the rule of law; rules
and regulations; and variable and fxed tax bases. The participants in this
discussion were: Ann-Sofe Kolm, of Stockholm University; Magnus
Henrekson, of the Research Institute of Industrial Economics; Jesper
Barenfeld, of the Confederation of Swedish Enterprise; and Ingemar
Hansson, of the National Institute of Economic Research, and currently
Under-Secretary of State in the Ministry of Finance. The next session
dealt with taxation legitimacy. Mats Sjostrand, of the National Tax
Board of Sweden, provided a systems perspective, while Peter Melz, of
Stockholm University, saw the feld from a research perspective. After
this Kristina Stahl, of Uppsala University, and the Stockholm School
of Economics, addressed the delegates on the rule of law, and the
European Court of Justice’s infuence on Swedish taxation policy. The
commentators were Katarina Nordblom, of Géteborg University, and
Borje Leidhammar, of Karlstad University.

The following day began with a presentation by Erik Norrman of
Lund University on pressing economic taxation research, which was
then followed by a presentation by Claes Norberg, of Lund University,
who discussed future legal taxation research. There was then a session
dealing with how other research disciplines can contribute to taxation
research, led by Jonas Edlund, of Umea University, and Sverker Jagers,
of Goteborg University respectively. The possibilities of conducting
research in large databases was the next subject up for discussion,
presented by Lennart Flood at the School of Business, Economics,
and Law, at Goteborg University. Finally, Sven-Olof Lodin, from
Stockholm University, spoke about interdisciplinary taxation research.
The commentators were Pontus Braunerhjelm, of the Royal Institute of
Technology in Stockholm, and Mats Persson, of Stockholm University.
The seminar was concluded with a panel debate entitled “What Sort of
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Tax Research Do We Need, and How Do We Get It?” The discussion
was chaired by Gunnar Eliasson. The panellists were: P-O Edin; Sven-
Olof Lodin; and from the Sector Committee Mats Svegfors and Gunnar
Wetterberg; and Asa Torstensson, of Umed University. A summary of
the conference will be published in early 2007.

The main theme of this year’s seminar has been innovations within the
public sector. Jan Edling and Lennart Schon from the Sector Committee
have met with researchers from Lund University and the Swedish
Governmental Agency for Innovation Systems (VINNOVA) in order
to exchange ideas and experiences. Jan Edling has also participated in
a seminar at VINNOVA entitled “In Search of Innovational Systems”,
which is also the title of a publication dealing with the current status of
innovation policy in Sweden. A number of critical questions regarding
innovation policy are posed in the publication. A further anthology,
and a seminar on innovative welfare, are planned for 2007.

Aseminar entitled “Future Regionalisation: Employment, Education,
and Research Policy in New Form. A Case Study of Véastra Gotaland”,
took place on Jonsered Estate on 11 May, at which Dan Brandstrom
and Jan Edling were present. The seminar had gathered about 30
participants, and was intended as a contribution to the I'VA project
entitled “The University of the Future” The goal of the study is to
initiate a discussion of a large and important issue, that is, the question
of the organisation of information acquisition, and the retention
of highly skilled workers in a regional perspective. The overarching
question is how systems of information and skills in the region are to be
organised to meet regional, functional, and international needs in the
future. There are plans to attempt to organise similar seminars around
the same theme in the Malar Valley region, as well as in Skane, in order
to increase understanding of the new roles required of the regions. In
the latter case, it has now been confrmed that there will be a seminar in
Malma, on 13 February 2007.

The Jonsered Seminar began with an opening address by the then
Vice-Chancellor of Goteborg University, Gunnar Svedberg. There
then followed an introduction by Dan Brandstrém. Jan Edling from
VINNOVA proceeded to discuss “The New Regional Landscape”,
while Inger Rydén-Bergendahl, from the Committee on Public Sector
Responsibilities, gave a presentation of the Committee’s recent work.
After a break for lunch, Enrico Deiaco, from the Swedish Institute for
Studies in Education and Research (SISTER), discussed “Innovation
and Knowledge Acquisition in a Regional Perspective” which was
followed by a lecture from Bengt-Olof Elfstrom, of Volvo Aero, on
“Industry’s Need for Knowledge Acquisition” Before the closing
panel discussion, the seminar participants were given an introduction
to “Knowledge Driven Regional Development” by Bertil Torsater, of



Activities in Support of Research

the Véstra Gotaland Regional Council. The panel was composed of:
Kent Johansson, of the Vastra Gotaland Regional Council; Lennart
Olausson, Business Region Goteborg; Lennart Nilsson, from the
Center for Public Sector Research (Cefos), at Goteborg University;
and Margareta Wallin Petersson, of Goteborg University. The panel
was chaired by Lena Ulrika Rudeke.

Another aspect of the Sector Committee’s activities has been the
discussion of leadership questions. One of committee’s members,
Ingalill Holmberg has written a memorandum entitled “The Role and
Importance of Leadership in Public Institutions: A Research Sketch.” A
further development of this argument is on the agenda for the coming
year. Another initiative for which a seminar is being planned, came
from Bengt Jakobsson, who is a project leader for a large research
initiative being fnanced by RJ, entitled “The Government Offces
and the Organisation of Society” This project is a development of a
collaboration between researchers from Soédertérn University College,
Goteborg University, and the Stockholm Center for Organizational
Research (SCORE). The researchers intend to investigate a number
of different aspects of the way the Government Offces are run, and
how they manage to govern Swedish society. The book From Outsider
to Insider [Fran hemvévd till invavd], which treats the Europeanisation
of Swedish bureaucracy and politics is the frst of a series to be issued
by this research project.

Mats Svegfors, the County Governor of Véastmanland County, is
Chairperson of the Committee on Public Sector Responsibilities,
which is a parliamentary committee under remit to investigate the
contemporary ability of society’s various organisations and institutions
to sustain public welfare commitments. It is to identify, highlight, and
analyse in broad terms those societal changes which might require a
change in the structure and delegation of tasks between the state,
county councils, and municipalities. The Sector Committee has been
given continuous summaries of the Committee’s activities, the latter of
which is to be completed and submitted by 28 February 2007.

Societally Motivated Research Platforms (SMRP)

On the eve of the launch of the EU’s seventh framework programme for
research (2007-2013), several member states, including Sweden, have
acted to bring about the introduction of “Societally Motivated Research
Platforms” (SMRP). This is a possible means to handle the large
societal challenges which face Europe, such as its current demographic
development. The proportion of the elderly is greatly increasing, and
migration and integration are perceived as ever greater challenges.
SMRP is inspired by the European Technology Platforms, which are
characterised by research initiated by parties from the private sector; in
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this case, both from industry, as well as from small and medium-sized
companies. This idea has been transferred to the SMRP, but here the
suggestion instead is that it should be public institutions that initiate
research as part of a dialogue with the research community. The idea
also encompasses the notion that this will lead to public institutions
taking a more long-term view, and actively assisting in the utilisation
of the research results.

A mini-seminar surrounding these issues took place at RJ's Offces on
24 October. Of those academics present, the majority had previously
been awarded grants of some kind by RJ. The project which was
primarily singled out for attention was SHARE (the Survey of Health,
Ageing, and Retirement in Europe), which has Anders Klevmarken of
Uppsala University as Project Leader. This is an international project
which aims to collect data on the European population from the age of
ffty and upwards, and conduct longitudinal studies of Europe’s ageing
population. The project is an interdisciplinary one, and involves, among
others, economists, behaviouralists, epidimologists, and health experts.
SHARE has fnancing from the EU’s ffth framework programme, and
was regarded as a promising pilot programme. In particular, it heralded
the possibility of activating SMRP within the up-coming seventh
framework programme. Bjorn Lindgren, of Lund University, who
is active within the project, was appointed Co-Ordinator in order to
help create a research network, and to correlate a number of disparate
elements. Jan Edling, from the Sector Committee also took part, and
discussed demographic problems from the perspective of the elderly.

On 21 November, a workshop was organised in Brussels dealing
with the SMRP, with over a 100 delegates from about ffteen different
European countries. The Sector Committee was represented by Dan
Brandstrom and Kerstin Stigmark. Dan Brandstrom delivered a general
survey of Swedish research projects within the felds of demographics
and research on the elderly. One of the prime goals was to initiate a
dialogue between delegates from the various different countries, and
those members of the European Commission who were present,
in the hope of promoting more forthright backing for the SMRP in
EU’s seventh framework programme. A second goal was hopefully to
begin the construction of these platforms, both as regards demographic
change, and sustainable environmental development. Sweden is re-
garded as being particularly profcient in this aspect of the framework
programme, owing to its long-term compilation of empirical data.

Economics in Societal Debate

On 26 September, Riksbankens Jubileumsfond invited twenty leading
representatives in the feld of economics to a seminar on the role of
economics in public debate. The reason for the invitation was that



The Sector Committee
for Research on
Premodernity

Activities in Support of Research

RJ is receiving fewer and fewer empirically based project applications
from economists that are related to investigating the consequences
of globalisation for economic policy in Sweden and regionally in
Europe. This has led to questions as to whether the theoretical and
methodological development of the discipline has resulted in it having
less in common with other disciplines in the feld of social sciences, and
thereby also making it less relevant in public debate. This “absence”
of economics from public debate has recently been criticised by Carl
Johan Aberg, who, in an article in Dagens Nyheter’s debate forum DN
Debatt claimed that economists were betraying their responsibility
as representatives of a large and important social science. Magnus
Henrekson has similarly argued this in several different interviews.
Other economists have subsequently responded to these points of view,
such as, for instance, Tore Ellingsen in Ekonomisk Debatt.

The Board of Directors of Riksbankens Jubileumsfond decided, on
8 December 2005, to establish a Sector Committee for Research on
Premodernity. The basis of the decision was a memorandum from
RJ's chairperson Professor Eva Osterberg, and Research Secretary and
Assistant Professor Kjell Blickert. The document emphasised, among
other things, that “...it is important not to lose the information and
perspectives which enable the establishment of a ‘long-term view’ and
that makes it possible to critically refect upon, not just the past, but
also the present” The memorandum also noted the importance of
the research community in maintaining “...its specialised knowledge
of basic research in the humanities, and history of religion. This is
particularly with regard to Scandinavian conditions in the premodern
period, in a comparable European perspective.”

The board assigned Eva Osterberg, Dan Brandstrom, and Asst.
Professor Kjell Buckert the task of developing this committee, and of
appointing its members. This work took place during spring 2006,
and on 22-23 August a conference was held at the Sigtuna Foundation,
gathering over 50 active Swedish researchers specialising in the
premodern era, to refect upon role of the group and which subjects
and areas it should concentrate upon.

The conference was chaired by Eva Osterberg, and the opening address
was held by Sven-Eric Liedman, a specialist in history of ideas from
Goteborg University. His lecture was entitled “Modernity, Premodernity,
Early Modernity, Postmodernity: What Do the Terms Encapsulate?” A
number of researchers held discursive introductions over the course of
the next two days: the philosopher Lilli Alanen, of Uppsala University,
on “The Periodisation of Philosophical History”; the art historian Jan
von Bonsdorff, of Uppsala University, on “The Uses of History and
Visuality”; the ethnologist Birgitta Svensson, of Stockholm University
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and the Nordic Museum, on “Similarities and Differences: Refections
on Non-Modern Value Judgements, Daily Life, and ldentity”; the
linguist Eva-Carin Ger6, of Stockholm University, on “Marginal and
Marginalised Groups from a Cultural, Historical, and Philological
Perspective”; the literary scholar Mats Malm, of Géteborg University,
on “Sites of Academic Cross-Fertilisation” The fnal day was brought to
a close with a lecture by the archaeologist Anders Andrén, of Stockholm
University, entitled “The World Beyond Europe”. In a later dinner speech
the author Maja Hagerman presented her recently released book The
Pure Country: On the Art of Inventing One’s Ancestors.

The members of the committee were appointed in September
and consist of: Professor Anders Andrén, archaeology, at Stockholm
University; Professor Jan von Bonsdorff, history of art, at Uppsala
University; Professor Anders Cullhed, Department of Literature, at
Stockholm University; Professor Peter Englund, history, at the Swedish
Academy; Professor Eva-Carin Gerd, Greek, at Stockholm University;
Professor Janken Myrdal, agrarian history, at the Swedish University of
Agricultural Sciences in Uppsala; Professor Eva Rystedt, archaeology and
classical studies, at Lund University; Professor Barbro Santillo Frizell,
archaeology and classical studies, and Director of the Swedish Institute
in Rome; Professor Solfrid Soderlind, history of art, and Head Curator
at the National Museum; Professor Henrik Williams, the Department of
Scandinavian Languages at Uppsala University; Professor Eva Osterberg,
history, at Lund University; Asst. Professor Marcia Sa Cavalcante
Schuback, philosophy, at Sodertérn University College; and Asst.
Professor Mohammad Fazlhashemi, history of ideas, at Umea University.

Goran Blomgvist, the forthcoming Managing Director of RJ, is
Chairperson of the Committee, and Kjell Bliickert the Secretary. The
Sector Committee had its frst constitutive meeting on 6 October.

After a considered evaluation of the activities of the Sigtuna Con-
ference, funds have been made available during the autumn, from the
Sector Committee, for four so-called trial networks:

“The Globalisation of the Premodern World” — Professor Anders
Andrén, Department of Archaeology and Classical Studies, at Stock-
holm University.

“Ways of Life: Ideas, Virtues, and the World” — Research Assistant
Marie Lindstedt Cronberg, Department of History, at Lund Uni-
versity.

“The Network for Research on Medieval Texts” — Professor Gunilla
Iversen, Department of French, Italian, and Classical Languages, at
Stockholm University.

“Premodernity and Marginalisation” — Professor Eva-Carin Gero,
Department of French, Italian, and Classical Languages, at Stockholm
University.



The Seminar on Tage
Erlander’s Diaries

The European
Foundation Centre
(EFC)

Activities in Support of Research

Collaboration with the Riksdag

Riksbankens Jubileumsfond has, since the start of the 215t Century,
contributed fnancial support for the publication of Tage Erlander’s
diaries. Now that the publication of these has reached the half-way
point, it seemed appropriate to arrange a seminar around this topic.
The idea was to present an opportunity to discuss the experience of
publishing these types of diaries, and also to obtain an insight into
different editorial principles, and to learn the usefulness of such material
for both researchers and the public at large. The aim was also to learn
what representatives of the academic community think of the import of
making the diaries of political decision makers publicly available. The
former Speaker of the Riksdag, Bjérn von Sydow, participated actively
at the seminar, which began with Sven Erlander and Leif Andersson
informing the participants about the publication of the diaries, and the
principles that had guided them in their work. Then Alf W. Johansson,
of Sodertorn University College, discussed the diaries from the research
perspective (see page 113). The meeting closed with a general discussion
about the diaries”s publication.

International Commitments

For several years now, Riksbankens Jubileumsfond has been very
active in the European foundation collaboration within the European
Foundation Centre (EFC), which also includes the Hague Club, the
Network of European Foundations for Innovative Co-Operation
(NEF), the Madariaga European Foundation, and the European
Cultural Foundation.

This year's “Annual General Assembly and Conference” for the EFC
took place in Brussels on 26-28 May. The conference gathered 430
delegates from over 60 countries to annual meeting negotiations, debates,
and seminars, under the heading “Foundations for Europe: Supporting
European Citizens’ Participation”. Managing Director Dan Bréandstrom,
who has been the Chairperson of the EFC since the 2004 conference in
Athens, held the opening address. His speech emphasised the foundation’s
possibilities of and responsibility for strengthening citizens’ involvement
in the European project. He suggested that this could be achieved, for
instance, by means of investment in research, creating forums for citizen
participation, and by promoting unifed legislation and taxation laws for
philanthropic work. The Chairperson is elected for a two year period,
and Brandstrém’s term of offce has now come to a close. He remains
however the Deputy Chairperson until 2008. Next year’s conference will
take place in Madrid on 1-3 June 2007.

During the conference Kristina Persson, the Deputy Governor of
the Riksbank, and founder of Frejas fond, as well being a Stockholm
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The EU Commission

The European
Cultural Foundation

resident, was awarded Raymond Geori”s European Prize for Innovative
Philanthropy. The prize is awarded by the Madariaga Foundation, and
was given for Persson’s promotion of public arenas and meeting sites
that aim at creating a better understanding of globalisation, one of the
most important issues of our time.

RJ has been represented in an expert group at the Research Directorate
of the EU in its survey “Foundations and R&D” In their report
“Giving More for Research in Europe”, the group presents a number
of measures for facilitating donations and the establishment of new
foundations. The report was presented at a conference arranged by the
European Foundation Centre and the EU Commission in Brussels, on
27-28 March, 2006. RJ was represented by Managing Director Dan
Brandstrom. In 2000 the EU Commission launched the European
Research Area (ERA), in order to co-ordinate and strengthen European
research. Within the ERA, the Commission has, for example, attempted
to strengthen international co-operation between national research
sponsors, primarily governmental research councils, or their equivalents.
Managing Director Dan Brandstrom is the Swedish representative
on the international advisory panel within the ERA network, which
is known as NORFACE: New Opportunities for Research Funding Co-
Operation in Europe. This network is a collaboration between twelve
different European research sponsors, and is geared towards easing and
stimulating international co-operation within social science research.
During the past year, Research Secretary Maria Wikse has participated
in another ERA network, entitled HERA: Humanities in the European
Research Area. This network has organised several productive workshops
on, for instance, evaluative methods, project leadership, and research
infrastructure within the humanities.

During the past year, RJ has continued its international activities
regarding research and debate in the productive felds of culture and
development respectively. An important part of these activities has
taken place within the framework of an expanded collaboration with
the European Cultural Foundation (ECF) in Amsterdam. This has led
to, for instance, RJ participating in the project A Soul for Europe, which
aims to enhance the international community spirit of Europe by means
of increased co-operation and targeted investment within the cultural
sphere. The project is sponsored by RJ, the ECF, the EU Commisssion,
and the Gulbenkian Foundation, among others. Another international
collaborative project is RJ's and the ECF’s annual bursary, the Cultural
Policy Research Award, which is given to a younger researcher, at the
masters or doctorate level, within the feld of cultural policy. The bursary
amounts to 10, 000 euros and was awarded this year to Dr Marcello M.



LabforCulture

Activities in Support of Research

Mariani, of the University of Bologna. He has been awarded the bursary
in order to implement the project “Live Classical Music Organisations
in Europe: An International Comparison of Financial, Corporate
Governance, and Organisational Structures” The award was presented
in Vienna on 15 July during the Fourth International Conference on
Cultural Policy Research (ICCPR). The presenter of the award was
Isabelle Schwarz, the Project Manager of the ECF. In addition to this,
Dan Brandstrom has been a member of ECFs Advisory Board during
the past year. Brandstrom is also the new Chairperson of the European
Cultural Committee, the ECF’s Swedish “national” committee.

The most comprehensive measure in the RJ's collaboration with the
ECF has been in terms of the cultural policy laboratory, an initiative
which was taken by the ECF in the midst of an EU policy deadlock.
The initiative was designed to provide information and research within
the cultural sphere, and thereby provide an impetus for an increased
mobility of both people and ideas. During 2004 it became clear that
the ECF, after a considerable and exhaustive international lobbying
campaign, had managed to secure the fnancing for the project, which
will take the form of a four-year pilot phase (2005-08). The sponsors
include, apart from the ECF and RJ, Compagnia di San Paolo, Robert
Bosch Stiftung, the Freedom of Expression Foundation (Fritt Ord),
Kulturstiftung des Bundes, and others, as well as the Culture Ministries
of Luxembourg, Norway, Poland, and Cyprus. The actual preparations
were able to begin at the end of 2004. The sponsors nominated a
Board of Directors at the beginning of 2005, and Research Director
Mats Rolén was appointed Chairperson. In tandem with this, the
laboratory was given the name “LabforCulture: Sharing Culture
Across Europe” LabforCulture’s (LfC) internet portal was opened on 5
June 2006, after considerable initial testing and evaluations. LfC is run
by a small staff with many years of experience in, for instance, the felds
of culture and the new media, as well as communications, and cultural
policy. The organisation is headed by a Director, Katherine Watson.
LfC is the fulcrum of an international network of leading experts in
the feld, including researchers, artists, actors, and performers. Other
participants in the network include practitioners and organisations
from both the public and private sectors. See: www.labforculture.org.
The activities of LabforCulture will eventually encompass annual
international conferences and workshops. Its most important brand so
far, however, is its internet portal, which is well on its way to becoming
an important resource and debate forum for research institutes, and
those cultural observers who are to be found in so many different
countries,andwhoaresuchanassetfor theculturalsphere. LabforCulture
also has an important collaborative partner in Bundeszentrale fur
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The World Cultures
Series

Collaboration with
Robert Bosch Stiftung

The Nordic Spaces
Programme

Politische Bildung in Berlin, which, during the past year, has launched a
daily electronic newsletter about culture and cultural debate in Europe,
called Eurotopics, and which can be found at: www.eurotopics.net
Another important international collaborative project is the World
Cultures Series, an annual publication which is issued by means
of support from such organisations as Sida and RJ. The frst annual
edition will be issued, after more than two years preparatory work, by
the British publishers SAGE in March 2007. The project is headed by
Professor Helmut Anheier of the Center for Civil Society, at UCLA, and
the London School of Economics, and Professor Raj Isar, who is Jean
Monet Professor at the American University in Paris. The frst annual
edition is entitled Culture and Conficts, and contains approximately 40
articles authored by internationally renowned researchers, as well as
containing a considerable statistical supplement.

As has perhaps become clear from this annual report, RJ actively
collaborates with several European foundations. An example of thisis its
collaboration with Robert Bosch Stiftung, with which it is sponsoring
the cultural research portal LabforCulture at the European Cultural
Foundation in Amsterdam. Another example is a three-year fellowship
programme for younger associates, in foundations and volunteer
organisations, in countries in central and eastern Europe, entitled
“The International Fellowship Programme for CEE Foundations
and NGOs” The programme consists of ten fellowships per year, and
includes seminars and courses, as well as internships at foundations
and NGOs in north and western Europe. The programme is headed
by Witold Gnauck, the Project Leader at Bosch Stiftung in Berlin. The
programme’s investors include, apart from Bosch and RJ, the Charles
Stewart Mott Foundation, the Bernard van Leer Foundation, and
Deutsche Stiftung Umwelt (DBU). The programme will come to a
close in 2007. RJ is represented in the programme by Research Director
Mats Rolén.

In the aftermath of the bilateral research projects “Project 1905”
and “Swedish in Finland; Finnish in Sweden” RJ has conducted
discussions with leading Nordic researchers for some time, focusing
on the establishment of a new research programme. This is designed
to stimulate research which increases an understanding of historical
processes. In particular, the formation of the nation states which today
constitute north-western Europe, that is, the Nordic countries, plus
Russia, the independent Baltic states, Poland, and Germany. As was
mentioned in last year's Annual Report, this work has taken place in
close co-operation with the Foundation for Baltic and East European
Studies, and the Center for Baltic and East European Studies (CBEES)



Investment for the
1809-2009 Anniversary
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at Sodertdrn University College. RJ's Board decided in October 2005
to approve the programme, and earmarked 5 million kronor for its
implementation. Torbjorn Eng, Ph.D., has been the Project Leader and
Co-Ordinator.

During the year the investment has been prepared by means of a
series of contacts with research environments and research fnanciers in
the Nordic region and the Baltic states. As a result of this, the project,
which has been entitled “Nordic Spaces”, has been awarded a total of
23 million Swedish kronor, including the funds supplied by RJ. The
programme is supported by: the Estonian Research and Development
Council; NordForsk; the Finnish Cultural Foundation; the Swedish
Cultural Foundation in Finland; the Swedish Literary Society; the
Royal Academy of Letters, History, and Antiquities; and the Foundation
for Baltic and East European Studies. The programme’s co-ordination,
as well as a number of conferences and workshops, will be fnanced by
the Foundation for Baltic and East European Studies for four years, by
means of grants awarded to the CBEES.

There was a broad international advertisment of the programme in
the middle of October 2006. Those projects which are approved for
grants will be able to begin their work as of autumn term 2007.

Sweden’s defeat in the Russian-Swedish war of 1808-09, which
was offcially confrmed by the Peace Treaty of Fredrikshamn on 17
September 1809, resulted in the division of its kingdom. As a result,
1809 is an important date in the histories of both Sweden and Finland.
The domestic political repercussions in Sweden of the defeat were seen
as early as spring 1809. The king was overthrown in a coup d'état, a
new and relatively liberal constitution was drawn up, and a partially
new county system was instituted, among other things. Within the
framework of the new constitution there was the establishment of a
now-famous institution, the Riksdag’s Ombudsman, known today
as Justiticombudsmannen (JO). For Finland, the division of the
kingdom was the frst step towards becoming an independent nation.
At the Finnish Diet in Borga (Porvoo) in 1809, Finland was granted
a relatively independent position as an autonomous Grand Duchy
within the Russian Empire, whilst, simultaneously, Sweden’s Crown
Prince, Charles John, restrained his adopted country’s urge for revenge
eastwards, by means of the so-called Policy of 1812.

Preparations for the approaching two hundredth anniversary of the
events of 1809 have been made both in Finland and in Sweden for
several years now. These preparations have been made by a variety of
organisations in the run up to 2009. In Finland, attention appears to be
primarily directed towards a focus on the nation’s road to independence.
That process began in a very noticeable fashion in both 1809 and 1812, yet
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of course was not nearly as clear to contemporary observers. In the case
of Sweden, the war of 1808-09 resulted in an uncomfortable defeat that
stripped the country of a third of its kingdom. Yet these events, which
were greatly dependent upon the machinations of great power politics,
also provided the impetus for signifcant constitutional change: an end
to absolutism; the growing importance of parliamentary politics; and
the beginnings of an adaptation to a new role as a minor European
power. Moreover, the Swedish borders established by the 1809 peace
agreement are, generally speaking, the same ones that remain today.

During the past year, RJ has participated in consultations regarding
several different forthcoming projects dealing with the dramatic events
of 1809, and their impact, which are to be presented during 2009.
These encompass, among other things, exhibitions and book projects
in collaboration with the Riksdag, with Justiticombudsmannen (a
grant for an anniversary book), and with the Swedish-Finnish Cultural
Foundation. RJ has also asked the historian Professor Torkel Jansson,
of Uppsala University, to lead a project focusing on aspects of the
aftermath of the 1809 peace treaty that have hitherto been neglected.
He intends, among other things, to examine the importance for
Sweden of joint Swedish-Finnish culture, as there are particular reasons
for a closer examination of such joint Swedish-Finnish activities after
1809. In particular, he argues that it is perhaps time to look at issues
such as what remained of a joint Swedish-Finnish culture in 1809, in
1917, and what remains today. Professor Jansson believes it may well
be interesting to test the hypothesis that there was a greater similarity
between the countries in 1917, than in 1809, as it is this type of issue
which he considers to be deserving of critical-comparative research.
Indeed, contemporary critical studies indicate that the Finland and
Sweden of today are very similar in a number of ways — and of course
they in all probability will remain so in 2009. For instance, when Sweden
and Finland simultaneously entered the EU, the tens of thousands of
EU documents that required translation only had to be translated into
Swedish. This was despite the fact that Sweden and Finland had been
two separate states for almost two hundred years. The joint historical
tradition of the two countries, their close neighbourly contacts, and
similar ways of seeing things, have sustained common and very sinuous
social and cultural structures that are of importance for almost all
aspects of society. Needless to say of course, Jansson’s project will also
include extensive collaboration with Finnish researchers. The results of
the project will be published in book form and presented at conferences
in Helsinki, and in Stockholm in 2009.

As of 2003, RJ has supported an international masters programme at
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the University of Bologna, which trains supervisors with volunteer
organisations and foundations. The programme is run by Professor
Giuliana Gemelli, of the Department of History, and is entitled:
“Master in Social Philanthropy” (MISP). Managing Director Dan
Brandstrom has participated as a lecturer at least once during every
course. The Sector Committee for Research on Civil Society visited
the programme in May (see page 60). In addition to this, RJ has
taken upon itself to provide residency and supervision for a masters
student for one term every academic year. The recipient of this year’s
stipend was Elleni Tadesse, B.A., from Addis Ababa. Her masters
studies were located at the Nordic Africa Institute in Uppsala. Docent
Tekeste Negash, from Dalarna University College, was her supervisor.
Tadesse’s dissertation is entitled: “Civil Society and Food Security; A
Case of NGOs Role in Ethiopia Rural Marketing” Elleni Tadesse has
also participated in several seminars and conferences arranged by: the
Swedish International Development Co-Operation Agency (Sida); the
Dag Hammarskjold Memorial Foundation; Uppsala University; and
the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences.

In July 2006, the second Euroscience Open Forum (ESOF 2006) was
held in Munich. This event is the European equivalent of the annual and
very well-attended AAAS conferences in the USA, which are meeting
places for researchers, the media, and vocational practitioners. Sweden
hosted a highly successful conference in Stockholm in August 2004, of
which RJ was one of the sponsors. Given RJ's interest in supporting
communication between the research community and society at large,
the foundation decided to contribute 900 000 kronor to the fnancing
of the Munich conference. The event was organised by Wissenschaft
im Dialog, Robert Bosch Stiftung, and Stifterverband fur die Deutsche
Wissenschaft. The next ESOF conference will be held in Barcelona in
2008.

For the past ten years, Riksbankens Jubileumsfond has supported
Collegium Budapest, an institute for advanced research within all
academic disciplines. Collegium Budapest provides residencies for guest
researchers to enable them to devote themselves to their own projects
in a stimulating interdisciplinary environment. In 2002 RJ's Board
decided together with other fnancial sponsors to provide support for
an additional fve-year period to cover running costs. State Secretary
Charles Kleiber of Switzerland is Chairperson of the Collegium’s Board
of Directors, whilst RJ’s Managing Director Dan Brandstrém is one of
two Deputy Chairpersons.

For a number of years now, Riksbankens Jubileumsfond has also
had a successful collaboration with Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin. This
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collaboration has been further developed within the framework of a
special agreement. RJ's former Chairperson, Professor Stig Stromholm,
has been a member of Stiftungsrat fur Wissenschaftsstiftung Ernst
Reuter, which is the foundation that fnances the former organisation.
Dan Brandstrom took over Stromholm’s seat as of 2005.

Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin’s feld of co-operation is “AGORA
— Européische Netzwerke: Die Vollendung Europas — Die Rolle
von Wissenschaft und Kultur” RJ has decided to continue to fnance
AGORA, as well to continue to fnance the Dag Hammarskjold guest
professorship at the Nordeuropa-Institut at Humboldt University in
Berlin. This latter position is currently occupied by Professor Sten
Berglund, of the Faculty of Social Science at Orebro University. An
equivalent professorship for German researchers, with a corresponding
programme, has been established in the name of Ernst Cassirer by
VolkswagensStiftung. This professorship is located at SCAS in Uppsala,
and, during the 2004-05 academic year, was occupied by Hans Joas,
Director of the Max Weber Center for Advanced Cultural and Social
Studies in Erfut, and who is also Professor of Sociology at the University
of Chicago. As of September 2005, the guest professorship has been
occupied by Hans-Peter Kruger, Professor of Political Philosophy
and Philosophic Anthropology at the University of Potsdam. In
2004 Professor Diana Mishkova was awarded a grant by RJ, and
other sponsors, for a new project entitled “We, the People: Visions of
National Peculiarity and Political Modernities in the Europe of Small
Nations” The project is located at the Center for Advanced Study in
Sofa, and involves collaboration with researchers at SCAS in Uppsala,
among others. During the past year funds have been authorised for
additional workshops as part of this project.

The collaboration with the Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced
Studies (STIAS), which was initiated in 2001, has been further
developed and expanded during the past year. In connection with this
collaboration, RJ decided in 2006 to support Dr Ursula van Beek’s
project “The Quality of Young Democracies” for a fourth year.

Over the course of four intensive days, between 28 June-1 July, over 420
delegates from about 60 different countries gathered in the village of
Téllberg, in Dalarna, by the shore of Lake Siljan, to discuss the global
challenges of today. This was the twenty-sixth year running that the
Tallberg Foundation had organised a workshop. This topic of this year’s
meeting was: “How on Earth Can We Live Together?” The workshop
had a large impact in both the Swedish and international media, and
Riksbankens Jubileumsfond contributed about 400, 000 kronor to its
organisation.

On 6 February 2003, Riksbankens Jubileumsfond signed an agreement
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Johns Hopkins
University

Visit to the University
of Iceland

with the Institute for Policy Studies (IPS) at Johns Hopkins University,
Baltimore, for a fve-year fellowship programme concerning urban
studies. The agreement is for one fellowship candidate per academic
year, and covers the period 2003/04-2008/09. It follows the model
established for RJ’s support of research fellowships that is in place
with Stanford University, and other leading academic institutions. RJ’s
fnancial commitment amounts to 32, 450 USD per year.

The fellowships have been primarily advertised via the homepages
of the IPS and RJ. The third annual fellowship in the series has
been awarded by the IPS and RJ to a historian, Mattias Legnér, Ph.D.
He has previously worked as a Senior Lecturer at Gotland University
College, and took his doctorate at Stockholm University in 2004. He
also has ties to Tema Q at Linkdping University. Mattias Legnér will
be in residency at the IPS during the academic year 2006-07 in order
to conduct research on the preservation and utilisation of industrial
wasteland in Baltimore.

In 2005 RJ awarded a grant to the Vigdis Finnbogadottir Institute of
Foreign Languages, at the University of Iceland. The Institute, which
has been named in honour of Island’s and the world’s frst woman
president, is planned to be an important research and documentation
centre geared towards linguistic research. Above all, it aims to promote
the world’s minor languages; languages that are in many cases under
threat. Riksbankens Jubileumsfond’s grant was symbolically handed
over to Vigdis Finnbogadottir during an international linguistics
conference in Reykjavik, in April 2005, on the occasion of her 75th
birthday. By means of its contribution, RJ aimed to support Nordic
research collaboration within an important feld, and simultaneously
intensify its contacts with the western Nordic region.

The gift was reciprocated by an invitation to RJ from Vigdis
Finnbogadottir and Professor Audur Hauksdottir, the Director of the
Institute. This invitation was for RJ, together with its staff, to take a
study trip to Reykjavik and visit the University of Iceland, and other
bodies which are active in the foundation’s feld. RJ was pleased to
accept this offer, and took a three-day study trip to Iceland, together
with its staff, at the end of August and beginning of September. The
trip included visits to higher educational institutions, as well as internal
working meetings as part of its agenda.

The visit began with a presentation of the considerable digitisation
of handwritten manuscripts that is currently underway, particularly
those of Icelandic Sagas. This digitisation has been in progress for
several years now at the National and University Library of Iceland,
and aims at making the material easily accessible via the Internet. The
guided tour and presentation was led by Department Head Thorsteinn
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Hallgrimsson. After this the group proceeded to the Nordic House,
which is an institution supervised by the Nordic Council of Ministers.
Head Librarian Kristin Bragadottir introduced the organisation’s
activities which came across as a dynamic force in Reykjavik’s cultural
life, and which are plainly an important point of contact for the rest of
the Nordic region.

The third item on the agenda was a visit to the University of Iceland.
RJ's delegation was received by the Vice-Chancellor of the University,
Kristin Ingdlfsdéttir, who greeted the foundation’s staff and thanked
the foundation for its support to the Institute. Following this,
Vigdis Finnbogadottir embarked upon the frst of a series of lectures
by discussing “The Meaning of Language” This lecture was partly
delivered in her role as UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for Languages.
Professor Vésteinn Olason, a leading researcher on the Sagas, then
spoke about “Icelandic Literature in Prehistory and Present History”.
Modern Icelandic history was depicted by Professor of Sociology
bPorbjorn Broddason in “Societal Development in the Twentieth
Century” Audur Hauksdottir then discussed the University of Iceland
and the Vigdis Finnbogadottir Institute. The celebrated author Einar
Mar Gudmundsson brought the programme to a close by reading a
selection of texts from his recent books.

Theformal part of the study trip was completed by alecture on Iceland’s
modern economic development given by Halldér J. Kristjansson,
the Managing Director of Landsbanki Islands (the National Bank of
Iceland). The bank very generously hosted a dinner for RJ’s staff and
invited guests from the University of Iceland, the Icelandic Centre for
Research (RANNIS), and the Halldor Kiljan Laxness Museum.

The study trip to Iceland fnished with an excursion by bus to,
among other things, the Laxness Museum, where the staff were given a
highly instructive guided tour by the researcher and publisher Halldér
Gudmundsson. After this there were visits to Alltinget (the Icelandic
Parliament), the geothermal Geysir, and the spectacular waterfall
Gullfoss. RJ then hosted a dinner for the programme participants.
Research Director Mats Rolén gave a warm and personal thank you to
Audur Hauksdéttir and Kristin Bragadottir for their invaluable help in
the planning and organisation of the programme. Audur had also acted
as a guide during part of the trip’s informal aspects.

The contacts established with the Vigdis Finnbogadéttir Institute
were followed-up with a consultation at the Icelandic Embassy
in Stockholm in October. These discussions concerned the future
development of the Institute and its possible fnancing. The meeting
participants included: the lcelandic Ambassador Gudmundur Arni
Stefansson; Vigdis Finnbogadéttir; Audur Hauksdottir; Director
Johan Stéalhand; Professor Erna Moller; and Ingrid Sundstrom, from
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the Knut and Alice Wallenberg Foundation; and from RJ, Managing
Director Dan Bréandstréom, Professor Lars-Erik Edlund, Research
Director Mats Rolén, and Research Secretary Maria Wikse.

Based on this consultative meeting, and an application submitted to
the foundation, RJ has awarded a grant for further academic planning,
with a particular focus upon research on comparative studies of the
development of Nordic languages, from new perspectives.

Riksbankens Jubileumsfond (RJ), has a strategic commitment towards
the promotion of long-term collaboration at the highest qualitative
level between Sweden and China. One element in this has been to
form links with the incipient Chinese Institute for Advanced Study in
the Humanities and Social Sciences at Tsinghua University (TIAS), in
Beijing. Another one has been to create fora for high-quality scholarly
dialogue and exchange. In this context RJ, together with Goteborg
University, and the Swedish Collegium for Advanced Study (SCAS)
organised the symposium “Sino-European Cultural Encounters: The
First Bernhard Karlgren Symposium’”. This symposium was the sole and
principal activity, in feld of the humanities and social sciences, marking
the offcial celebration of the arrival of the Swedish Ship Gétheborg in
Guangzhou (Canton).The Swedish Organizing Committee consisted
of: the Managing Director of Riksbankens Jubileumsfond, Dan
Bréndstréom; the Pro-Vice-Chancellor of G6teborg University, Kerstin
Norén; and the Principal of SCAS, Bjorn Wittrock. All the planning
and preparation was organised by Peter Hallberg (SCAS) and Yan Peng
(Stockholm University).

The Chinese partners were: frstly, the Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences (CASS), of Sun Yat-Sen University, including Huang Ping, who
played a central role, and who, at the time of planning, was the Director
General of the International Co-Operation Bureau; and, secondly, the
Guandong Academy of Social Sciences. The symposium was held at
Swasey Hall on Sun Yat-Sen University campus on 20-21 July, and brought
together some 65 prominent scholars from Scandinavia and China to
discuss cultural encounters between Europe and China in historical and
contemporary perspectives. Opening statements were made by: Huang
Daren, President of Sun Yat-Sen University; Bjorn Wittrock, Principal of
the Swedish Collegium for Advanced Study; Liang Guiquan, President
of Guangdong Academy of Social Sciences; Kerstin Norén, Pro-Vice-
Chancellor of Goteborg University; and Yu Pei, Director-General of the
Institute of World History, at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences.
The symposium then introduced original research in four sessions: (1)
Sino-European Encounters: The Long-term Perspective; (2) Commerce
and Culture in the 18th Century and Beyond; (3) Intellectual Encounters
Between Scandinavia and China Since the 18th Century; and (4) Cultural



Activities in Support of Research

Traditions and Multiple Modernities.

As part of the offcial programme of the Swedish King and Queen’s
visit to Guangzhou, the symposium was held in the presence of Deputy
Prime Minister Bosse Ringholm, and ended with the participation of
speakers and key delegates at the dinner hosted by the royal couple.

The Swedish delegation included the following speakers and
session chairs: Dan Brandstrom, Managing Director, RJ; Kerstin
Norén, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Goteborg University; Goran Malmaqvist,
Professor Emeritus, Stockholm University and Member of the Swedish
Academy; Bjorn Wittrock, University Professor at Uppsala University
and Principal of the Swedish Collegium for Advanced Study; Sven-
Eric Liedman, Professor of History of ldeas and Science, Géteborg
University; Staffan Rosén, Professor of Korean Studies, Stockholm
University; Christoph Harbsmeier, Professor of Sinology, University
of Oslo; Lars Ragvald, Professor of Modern Chinese, and Head of
the Department of East Asian Languages, Lund University; Bjorn
Meidal, Assistant Professor in Literature, Uppsala University and
President of the Strindberg Society; Claes Goran Alvstam, Professor
in International Economic Geography, and Vice-Dean of the School
of Business, Economics and Law, Géteborg University. The Swedish
delegation also included Jette Sandahl, the Director of the Museum of
World Culture in Géteborg, and Onita Wass, the Deputy Director of
the Museum of Far East Antiquities in Stockholm, as well as a number
of researchers from universities in Sweden.

It was generally agreed that the symposium surpassed even the most
optimistic expectations in terms of quality and intensity of exchange,
and that a second Bernhard Karlgren Symposium would take place in
Sweden in 2008, continuing thereafter on a biannual basis.
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