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Report on results, ABM- research project, Cecilia von Heijne, National 
Historical Museums 

 
Introduction 

Cecilia von Heijne was appointed ABM-researcher (Archives, Libraries and Museums) and curator in 
2008 at the Royal Coin Cabinet, National museum of Economy (KMK) which is a part of the agency 
National Historical Museums (SHMM). The research project has been carried out within a program 

initiated by the Royal Academy of Letters, History and Antiquities (KVHAA) and Riksbankens 
Jubileumsfond (RJ, Bank of Sweden Tercentenary Foundation). 

The work has been divided according to the principle of 75% research and 25% curatorial work. In 
2010, two years after the project began, an evaluation was made by KVHAA and RJ after which 
another three years of work was granted. A total of five years of work have been carried out during 
the period August 2008 to March 2016 (pauses were made during the period for other projects: 
2014-15 for general curatorial work, 2013-14 project manager of the exhibition "Entrepreneurship", 
2012 project manager of a feasibility study on a possible touring exhibition called "Vikings and the 
Caliphate"). Since 2013 von Heijne is permanently employed at KMK / SHMM. 
 
Aim of the project 
The intention of creating post-doctoral research positions at the National Historical Museums was to 
stimulate qualified research on the collections, to educate researchers in the administrative work of 
the museum, and to strengthen the museum's research expertise. Based on these premises three 
main purposes of the project was formulated: 

1) To study the relation between monetary means of payment, territorial borders and identity on the 
basis of the two-sided coins minted during the King Magnus Eriksson (1319-1364). 

2) To promote greater availability to the collections of KMK, especially of the medieval material. 

3) To establish long-term national and international research contacts. 
 
The project's three main results 
Based on the aims of the project, three corresponding main results can be summarized: 

1) The research has primarily been conducted in a project with the working title "One country, one 
coin? Coins, borders and identity during the reign of Magnus Eriksson". The coins from the 
fourteenth century have for centuries been used to construct a Swedish and Nordic history. The 
interpretations have periodically had obvious political ambitions. One purpose of the project has 
been to clarify these ambitions. The intention, however, has also been to understand the relations 
between money, society and the territorial borders during the period 1319-1364.  The following 
questions have been explored: What monetary forces worked unifying, or divisive, in Magnus 
Eriksson's realm? What ambitions existed to use the money for creating a unified kingdom? And how 
coherent was the monetary system? Magnus Eriksson was king of Sweden and Norway, and it has 
been suggested that during the latter part of his reign a monetary union was established between 
the countries. In what ways did the relationship between Sweden and Norway change during the 
period and what was perceived as Swedish and Norwegian coins? What monetary relationship 
existed between Norway, Sweden and the Scanian provinces?  

Information about the material has been gathered through studies at KMK, Finland’s National 
Museum's coin collection, The Royal Collection of Coins and Medals in Copenhagen, Museum of 
Cultural History in Oslo, Lund University Historical Museum, Malmö Museum and the City Museum of 
Gothenburg. Analysis by 3D scanning of possible medieval coin stamps has been carried out in 



2 
 

collaboration with the Archaeological Research Laboratory at Stockholm University. Metal analysis 
was conducted in cooperation with the National Heritage Board. This work has resulted in a 
monograph, six articles and has been presented at seventeen different occasions. 

2) Digitization has improved accessibility to the collections of the Royal Coin Cabinet. Coin finds from 
sixteen Swedish landscapes published in the series Sveriges Mynthistoria Landskapsinventeringen 
(SML), have been made available on the website sml.myntkabinettet.se. In 2015 von Heijne also 
published the twelfth volume in the series SML, dealing with Scania and the former Kristianstad 
county. von Heijne is now part of the editorial committee of SML. 

3) The project has contributed in various ways to increase cooperation between academia and the 

ABM sector, both nationally and internationally. The numismatic research has generated a large 
number of institutional contacts, but also other forms of cooperation have been formed. Examples of 
collaboration on a national basis are: 
• Basic level students at the Department of Archaeology and Classical Studies at Stockholm 
University have annually from year 2009 visited KMK for a guided tour and a lecture (so far on seven 
occasions). No such teaching opportunities existed before the ABM research position was 
established. 
• von Heijne manages R & D-questions at the Royal Coin Cabinet, is included in the R & D group at 
SHMM and takes part in Sweden´s central museums R & D network. 
• She has participated in a strategy group for KVHAA's library, led by Kerstin Assarsson-Rizzi (2008-
09). 
Examples of international cooperation are: 
• In 2015, von Heijne was elected as Nordic representative on the board of the International 
Numismatic Council (INC, http://inc-cin.org). The board has nine delegates from different countries 
and promotes academic numismatics. Every six years, the world's largest conference for numismatics 
is organized by INC. 
• Chief editor of Nordic Numismatic Journal (NNÅ), 2014 - ongoing. 
• von Heijne has been project manager and organizer of two international symposiums funded by RJ. 
In 2015, the conference "Early Medieval imitational coinages" was arranged together with Oxford 
University (Luke Treadwell and Marek Jankowiak). Numismatists from the US, Russia, Germany, 
Britain, Italy, Poland, Finland and Sweden participated. In 2009 a bilateral project consisting of a 
conference, an exhibition and a publication was organized by the National Museum in Helsinki 
(Tuukka Talvio) and KMK (von Heijne). The project had a multidisciplinary approach with the 
ambition to strengthen the contact between researchers in numismatics and economic history. 
Participants were economic historians, historians and numismatists from Finland, Sweden, Russia, 
Estonia, Denmark and Norway. 
 
New research questions 
A research topic with great potential, and coherent to one of the project's main themes "creating 
territorial identities through monetary means of payment", deals with special forms of payment that 
have been used within limited areas such as camps, military bases, industrial communities etc. These 
payments have had limited range and have been used as a strategy to control the mobility and 
behaviour of groups (in Sweden tokens have been extensively used and for example in Germany the 
war camp- and ghetto money were issued, etc). In Sweden this material has mainly been dealt with 
through collecting and catalogue work. It would be interesting to investigate this as a more general 
theme, not tied to a specific period or a specific area. 
 

The project's main publications 
The project's main publication is a monograph with the title “Ett land – Ett mynt? Numismatik och 
territoriell identitet under högmedeltiden i Norden (1319-1364)”. (“One country – one coin? 
Numismatics and territorial identity during the High Middle Ages in the Nordic countries (1319-
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1364)". Manuscript, 582 pages). The book examines the importance of territorial identity for the 
minting and use of coins in the fourteenth century. It also highlights how the coins from the period 
have been interpreted and displayed over time. Issues of national identity are highly topical. In this 
context, it becomes increasingly important to reflect on the role of numismatics and archeology that 
is used for creation of territorial identity.  
In addition to the above-mentioned monograph, the conference publications are the most important 
written products. At the beginning of the project "Monetary boundaries in transition. A North 
European Economic History and the Finnish War 1808-1809 " was published (2010, eds. Talvio & von 
Heijne). The conference publication "Early Medieval imitational coinages" will be printed 2017. 
 
Other types of communication 
Parts of the project have been presented in different contexts in Gothenburg, Uppsala, Lund, 
Stockholm, Oslo, Copenhagen, Tallinn, Glasgow and Taormina. During the first half of the project 
period, the project was communicated through a website. Since 2015 published work has partly been 
made available through academia.edu.  

List of conference papers, presentations etc.: 

2015   

Conference: DAMIN Silver monetary depreciation and international relations, Copenhagen. Title: 
What can be learned about coin circulation from a total inventory of coin finds? Case study: 
Northeastern Skåne c. 1600-1800. 

Conference: Asia and Scandinavia. New perspectives on the Early Medieval Silk Roads. Östasiatiska 
museet, Stockholm. Title: Islamic coins found in Sweden.  

Conference: XV International Numismatic Congress, Taormina. Title: Spatial analysis as a method for 
studying anonymous medieval coins – problems and possibilities. 

Lecture: Lödöse museum. Title: Magnus Eriksson och myntningen i Lödöse.  

Lecture: Göteborg. Title: Sveriges Mynthistoria Landskapsinventeringen, Skåne 
Eller: Vad kan man lära sig om myntcirkulation utifrån en totalinventering av myntfynd?  

Conference: Renässans för samlingsforskningen. Riksantikvarieämbetet. Title: Ett land, ett mynt? 
Numismatiken som konstruktion av nationell identitet.  

Opposition: PhD manuscript, final seminar, Linn Eikje Ramberg ”Økonomisk endring i middelalderen. 
Myntbruk som utrykk for et samfunn i omveltning”, Stockholm University.  

2014   

Lecture: Stockholm. Title: Ett land, ett mynt?. 

2013   

Conference: ICOMON, Rio de Janeiro. Title: The Flipped Museum. 

2012   

Conference: ICOMON, Rabat. Title: Vikings and the Caliphate.  

Conference: The Numismatic Collections: The Heritage of Historical Lithuania and Related Countries –
Disclosures for Education and Science, Vilnius. Title: Scandinavian – Khazarian contacts from a 
numismatic point of view. 
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Lecture: Aktuell arkeologi, SHM, Stockholm. Title: Vikingar och kalifatet.  

Lecture: Stadsmuseet, Göteborg. Title: Islamiska mynt i Sverige. 

Lecture: Lödöse museum. Title: Islamiska mynt i Sverige. 

2011   

Conference: EAA, Oslo. Title: Medieval Money Ethics. Christian moral philosophy and the practice of 
handling money in 14th century Sweden.  

Symposium: Mentaliteter och mynt under vikingatid, Göteborg. Title: Mynt & Mentaliteter. 
Perspektiv från Västkusten. 

Lecture: Göteborg. Title: Mynt och gränser. 

2010   

Conference: Monetary History of the Baltics in the Middle-Ages (12-16th C.), Tallinn. Title: Crusade 
and trade. Swedish and Livonian contacts in the 14th century. 

Symposium: Mynt, makt & människor– vikingatidens silverpenningar, Stockholm. Title: Relationen 
mellan stad och omland utifrån myntfynden: Exemplen Sigtuna och Lund. 

Symposium: Nordisk Numismatisk Union, Köpenhamn. Title: Mynt och gränser under Magnus 
Eriksson. 

Lecture: Stockholm. Title: Mynt och gränser under Magnus Eriksson. 

Seminar: Stockholm University. Title: ”Mynt och gränser i praktik och teori”. 

2009   

Conference: XIV International Numismatic Congress, Glasgow. Title: Three crowns - The history of a 
controversial coin motive and national symbol. 

Symposium: Lödöse museum. Title: Kungl. Myntkabinettets verksamhet. 

Lecture: Göteborg. Title: Motivet Tre kronor – Berättelsen om ett kontroversiellt myntmotiv och 
nationell symbol.  

Conference: En nordeuropeisk ekonomisk historia och finska kriget 1808-1809. Title: Swedish Coin 
finds and the Finnish war. 

Presentation: ABM-forskarprojektet. Lunds universitet. 

Presentation: ABM-forskarprojektet. Stockholms universitet. 

From the autumn 2008  

Lecture: Göteborg. Title: Magnus Erikssons myntning. 

Conference: Silver Economies, Monetisation & Society in Scandinavia, 800-1100. Århus. Title: 
Regional Review of Denmark.  

Lecture: Seminariet för medeltids- och renässansstudier, Uppsala universitet. Presentation av ABM-
forskarprojektet. 
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Publications  

(About ten short published texts are not included. The texts are partly available at academia.edu) 

In preparation 

Monograph: Ett land – Ett mynt? Numismatik och territoriell identitet under högmedeltiden i Norden 
(1319-1364). (Will be printed autumn 2016. 582 pages). 

Conference publication: Early Medieval Imitational Coinages. In: Nordisk Numismatisk Årsskrift, new 
series no 2. (Will be printed in spring 2017). 

2015 

Catalogue: Sveriges Mynthistoria Landskapsinventeringen 12, Skåne Kristianstads län. (300 pages). 

Paper: What can be learned about coin circulation from a total inventory of coin finds? Case study: 
Northeastern Skåne c. 1600-1800. In: Collection Moneta - 191. Eds. G. Depeyrot & M. Märcher.  

Paper: Spatial analysis as a method for studying anonymous medieval coins – problems and 
possibilities. In: Myntstudier. Festskrift till Kenneth Jonsson. Eds. T. Talvio & M. Wijk. 

Paper: Three Crowns – Coin motive and (trans-)national symbol. In: Small Things, Wide Horizons. 
Festschrift to Birgitta Hårdh. Eds. L. Larsson, F. Ekengren, B. Helgesson & B. Söderberg. Archaeopress 
Archaeology. 

2014  

Paper: Ett ovanligt trettonhundratalsfynd från kvarteret Tranan i Malmö. In: Numismatisk Årsskrift, 
new series no 1. Ed. J. S. Jensen.  

Paper: The Flipped Museum. In: ICOMON E-proceedings Rio de Janeiro.  

2012 

Paper: Danska mynt från tusentalet funna i S:t Peterskyrkan, Rom. In: Nordisk Numismatisk Unions 
Medlemsblad 2012, nr 2. 

Paper: Crusade and Trade. Swedish-Livonian Contacts in the Fourteenth Century. In: Varia Historica 
VI. Monetary History of the Baltics in the Middle-Ages (12th-16th C.). Ed. I. Leimus.  

2011  

Paper: Viking-Age Coin Finds from South Scandinavia. In: Silver economies, monetisation and society 
in Scandinavia, AD 800-1100. Eds. J. Graham-Campbell, S. M. Sindbæk & G. Williams.  

Paper: Likt och olikt mellan Sigtuna och Lund ur ett myntperspektiv. In: Moneta 5. Eds. B. Thelin & M. 
Wijk.  

Review: Gitte Tarnow Ingvardson, Møntbrug. Nordisk Numismatisk Unions Medlemsblad 2011:1. 

2010 

Conference publication: Monetary Boundaries in Transition. A North European Economic History and the 
Finnish War 1808-1809. Editor together with Tuukka Talvio. (202 pages). 
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Paper: Swedish Coin finds and the Finnish war. In: Monetary Boundaries in Transition. Eds. T. Talvio & 
C. von Heijne.  

Paper: Ravlunda - myntfynd från romersk järnålder till medeltid. In: Myntstudier 2010, nr 1. 

Review: Svein H. Gullbekk. Pengevesenets fremvekst og fall i Norge i middelalderen. 

2009  

Anthology: From Ephesos to Dalecarlia. Editor together with Elisabet Regner, Laila Kitzler Åhfeldt & 
Anna Kjellström. (277 pages). 

Paper: Money and Morality in 14th Century Sweden. In: From Ephesos to Dalecarlia. Eds. Regner, E., 
von Heijne, C., Kitzler Åhfeldt, L. & Kjellström, A.  


